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Historical Legacy of Colonialism and the Economic Development in Africa

SHU Yunguo

Abstract: The historical legacy of colonialism in Africa remains a pivotal subject in African historical studies. The legacy of

colonialism correspolegacy of colonialismnds to the period of Western colonial activities from 1415 to 1960, which encompasses

the entire history of Western colonialism in Africa. The legacy of colonialism is primarily characterized by its role in shaping the

trajectory of colonial rule, with distinctive features such as diversity, pervasiveness, persistence, and antagonism. This legacy

has exerted a profound and multifaceted impact on the post-independence economic development of African nations. The arbi-

trary territorial divisions imposed during colonialism have contributed to enduring political instability , severely undermining previ-

ously favorable conditions for economic growth. Colonial exploitation relegated Africa to the status of the world’s most economi-

cally underdeveloped region, leaving newly independent nations with fragile economic foundations. Moreover, the entrenched

mono—economic structures have rendered post—colonial African economies heavily dependent on external markets. In essence,

the legacy of colonialism represents an extension and perpetuation of Western colonial domination. Consequently, its impact on

the economic development of independent African nations has been overwhelmingly detrimental.

Keywords: African economy; colonialism; historical legacy; path determination
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