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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

“Qld Historians” and the “Five Golden Flowers” (1949 —1966)//Zhu Chunlong

During the “seventeen years” after the founding of the People’s Republic of China, “old historians™
who were transformed from the Republic of China and good at the historical textual research actively
involved in the hot debates about historical theoretical discussions of “five golden flowers”. They actively
engaged in the theoretical consideration of every “golden flower” and expressed their views, which showed
some main features in using Marxist theory to undertake academic research. It also provided them with a

theory stage in letting them into the discourse system of Marxism.

Oral Tradition’s Position and Role in African History Studies//Zhang Zhongxiang

With the shifting from traditional historiography to new historiography, more and more changes have
taken place in historical studies. New theories and methods sprout out Under this background, oral
historiography has been attracting historians’ attentions. Due to the shortage of African documents and
materials, especially those from Sub-Sahara Africa, the position of oral tradition in African history studies
cannot be substituted. After the independence of African countries, with the efforts from the native African
historical experts, the value of oral tradition is rediscovered. Oral tradition not only plays an important role
in exploring more materials from African history, but also can be a key medium in letting people know the
deep inside from Africa itself. Contrary to developed countries’ oral history, African oral history has

emphasized the following areas; politics, nations and cultures rather than sociology.

The New Historians’ Challenges to Israeli Traditional History//Li Yemeng
In the 1980s and 1990s, a group of Israeli historians affected by the West began questioning the

Zionism by researching and investigating numerous declassified documents, which brought about the
introspection of the whole society toward dominant ideology and induced the formation of a new trend of
thought called Post-Zionism. They were called New Historians. The main views of the New Historians revise
Israeli legitimacy and the official version of history, reinterpret the Zionism and query on Israel state nature
and its future direction, thereby challenging official history in every aspect. New Historians have broadened
the horizon of the historical research, pushed forward the academic freedom, and promoted the
secularization and democratization process of the nation. Nevertheless, it should be noted that the
criticalness of the Post-Zionism has overwhelmed its constructiveness. Some of its proposals are too radical

and unpractical, and even intensify to some extent the instability of the Israeli society.



