
O P in io n

Seeking B alance

Z h a n g Z h on gx ian g

T h e 0eo n stitU tio n a ld e C !a rs -

tio n ,, a n d th e ,,CO n stitU tio n -

a 1 re fe re n d u m 0 P ro P o se d

by E g y Ptia n P re s id e n t

M O h a m e d M o rsi h av e

b o th Ie d to th e g re at-

e st P o litie a le risis in

EgyPt sinee the new P re si-

d e n t,s e !e Ctio n . !n 日n a ft卜

d e fo r ch il ,A fri ea , Z h a n g

Z h o n g x ia n g , D e P u ty D ire e -

to r O f A fr ie日n St u die S C e n t-

e r o f S h a n g h a iN o rm a l U n i-

v e rslty, e sP o u se s th e b e lief

th at th e C risiS in d iC ate s a

sh a rP re lig io u s一seeula r eo n -

月iet in th e e o u n try, a n d

th at th e d e m O C门tiZatio n

O f th e M id d le E ast W 川 b e a

lo n g P ro C e sS .E xe e rP ts o f

h15 w ritin g fo llow :

0 rig in o f the 0A rab S P rin g 0 m o ve m e n t,

P e 0 P le 日re n o t sat一sf一ed , as th e ir iiv e s

h av e re m a in e d u ne h a ng e d s in ee th e

fe VO }Utlo 门.

T h 一5 allsh o w s th at {t 一5 ea sy to

d e stro y a n o ld w o rld , b ut m u eh

m o re d lffiC U }t to Co n stfu Ct 己门e w

o n e . H ig h u n e m P lo y m e nt rate s a n d

P o o r e co n o m ie eo nd lt一o n s a re th e

e h alle n g e s fa e一n g th e se eo u n trle s-

H o w e ve r, it 一5 n o t e a sy to d ev e lo P

a n atio n .5 e e o n o m y a n d 一m P ro ve

P e o P }e .5 llve lih o o d .
T h e c h an g e s se e n 旧 E gy P t a re

" P art o f the eve nts th a t h av e
h aP P e n e d 旧 W e st A sia an d N o rth

A frie a .B u t w h e n e o m P a red w 一th th o se

in e o u n trie s like Lib ya a n d S yria , th e

ch a n g e th at h as h aP P e n e d in E gy P t

h as be e n e o m Pa ra tive ly P e ae efu l,

as v己r一o u s P o litiea lfa et一o n s P u rsu e

th e ir inte re sts th ro u g h Pe a ee fu l

d e m o n stra t一o ns.Ta h r{r S q u a re in

C a 一ro h a s b e eo m e a m a jo r v e n u e fo r

the P u 匕}ie to e xP re ss th e{r P o }{tiea l

v lew s. Eg y Pt a lso h a s n u m e ro us

Pro b le m s , e sP e e ially the sha rP

e o n tra d ietio n s b e tw ee n re lig io u s a n d

Se C U }己r l门te re stS.}ts d e m 0 C ratiZ己tlo n

w 111b e a Io n g P ro ee ss an d ea n n o t b e

a eh ie ve d ov e rn jg h t.

In fae t, afte r b e in g sw o rn In a s

Presldent in 8une 2012 , M orslhas

m ad e g re at e ffo rts to st己b ll一ze th e

Co U n try .5 d o m e stie situ at一o n a n d
d ev e lo P th e e eo n o m y , a n d h a s

w o n 日go o d re P u tatio n th ro u g h

m ed ia tin g th e eo nfliet b e tw e e n

P a }estin e 日n d }Sra e }.B Ut 日t th e s己m e

t一m e , h e h as a}50 ad o P te d a se r一e s

of m e 己Su re S to C O n SO }id ate h rs

ru {in g Po s itio n , 一n elu d in g ad ju stin g

m (}itary le ad e rsh iP to sm o oth h is

re lat一o ns w ith th e m !l一ta ry .

B u t h e e n eo u n te re d e h a lle ng e s

In d e a l一n g w 一th th e c o u n try .s

JU d ie iary sy ste m .O n N o ve m b e r 2 2 ,

M o rSI己门n 0 U 门Ce d 己C o n stitUtlo 门己}

d ee la rat旧 n .d e ere e in g th日t n o law s o r

d eC la ratlo n s P asse d by th e P re sid e n t

fro m th e t一m e of h is in au g u ratlo n

u ntil a ne w P arllam e nt 15 e te e te d

ea n b e o ve rtu rn e d b y a ny a u th o rlty ,

in e}u d ing th e Ju d 一e ia ry. H e re P lae ed

P ro se e u to r G e n e ra lA b d e l一M e g u id

M 日h m 0 U d w 一th T日}日日t !b r日h 一m fo r

a fo u r一y ea r te rm .H e a lso d e e lare d

th 刁t th e re w o u }d be a refe re n d u m o n

a d r日ft o f th e ne w e o n stitu t}o n .

M o rsi.5 m o ve to ex P an d h is

P ow e r h a s a ro u se d w id e P 7o te sts.
U n d e r P re ssu re , M o rsifirst m ad e a

e o n e e ssio n b y n u llify in g h is P o w e r-

e xP a n sio n d e e la ratio n o n D ee e m be r

8 .O n e w e e k }a te r th e f一rst ro u n d o f

re fe re 门d u m s o n th e n e w Co n stitU t10 n

W 己5 he ld o n D e C e m b e r 15 .

B u t a etu a lly th e refe re n d u m

日n d th e n e w CO n stitU t一o n W i日n o t

e Jlm in ate re l一g lo us一se e u la r eo nfliets

a s b o th f日e tio n s h ave g re a tly

d iv e rg e nt v ie w s o n th e fu tu re o f

E g y Pt .5 P o litlea l de ve lo P m e n t

a n d th ey b o th w a n t to exe rt m o re

in flu e n ee o n th e eo u n try .5 fu tu re

P o lltle altre n d s.

N o d o u bt , th 一5 d ive rg e n ee a n d th e

e o nflie ts 一n the eo u ntry h ave exe rted

a n e g ative 一m P a et o n 一ts vu lne rab le

d e m o era t一z at{o n P ro e e ss.M an y

o b se rve rs b e }ie ve th at E gy P t {5 n o w

o n th e b r一n k o f Clv 一1w a r

T H E tU fm o i}in W e st A Si日a门d N O fth

A frle日th at sta rte d in e a rly 2 0 1 1 .5

e o nt一n u in g .T h e eo n fliet in S y ria h as

Ia sted n e a rly tw o y e a rs, a n d h a s

m ov e d fro m A }e P Po to D a m o seu s;

re b e ls in L一b y a to P P le d G ad d afi.s

日d m 一n istro tio n in A u g u st 2 0 1 1 , b u t

the e o u n try still ha sn .t e le e te d a

P re sld e n t d u e to th e e h ao s b etw e e n

d Iffe re n t fa etio n s .Ev e n in T u n 一S , the

硬吧1g丫pt 15 a n im po rta nt

COUnt7丫fort卜e M }ddle
1ast and A fric", and 15

playing a positive 7o le
in m aintajning re g io nal

peace and sta匕ility.Under

CUrrentconditions, w it卜

a n Ong oing CrisiS in s丫ria,

eo ntinued c卜aos in Iraq,

and no end in 519卜t fort卜e

eonf}iet匕etw een Pa}estine

and lsrael, it 15 irn portant
for 1gyptto be sta匕Ie.

zha ng Zh on gx ia ng , D eP uty

D ire(tor of Af rica n Stu d ies

(ente ro f Sha n gh a iN o rm al

U nive rsity
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N o m 日tte r w h 己t th e re SU }ts of

th e refe re n d u m w l}} b e , th e tu rm o 一}

w 一11fu rth e r te日r E gy P t旧n so c 一e ty

M o fS , .5 Co n stltU tlo 门日}d e C}日ratIO 门

日门d h {5 o th e f m e a SU fe s h 日V e }e d to

e o n flie ts b etw e e n h is su P P o rte rs

"n d h ls o P P o n e n ts. T h es e eo n f}一e ts
fu rth e r sh a rP e n Eg y P t .5 re llg 一o us-

Se Cu }日r d lv .d e .lf th e situ at旧n 旧

E g y Pt eo nt一n u e s to b e th ls u n sta b le

0 r d ete r一o rate fu rth e r it 15 P o ssib }e

th at th e a rm y w lllinte rfe re.

M o re Jm P o rta n tly , th e e o u n try .s

e Co n o m y h as b e e n g re atly

一n f]u e n ee d .D e P re sse d e eo n o m le s

己n d lo w e m P lo y m e n t a re im P o rton t

re aso n s fo r th e e ho o s 一n the se
M 一d d }e 巨a ste rn Co u ntrle s , an d

E g yP t .5 n o e xee Ptio n A n a n c .e nt

C 一v一1IZatI0 n , E g y Pt b o as ts a b u n d on t

to U rJSm re so U rC eS. B u t th is lo n g -

lo st一n g tu rm o 一1 h as b e e n a b lo w to

1ts to u rism 一n d u stry.T h e e o n fl一c ts

日fte f th e Co n stitUt一o n a }C fISIS

h av e fu rth e r h u rt th e e o u n try .s

e e o n o m y .o n N o ve m b e r 2 5 , its sto e k

m a rke t tu m b led 9 .5 9 P e re e nt , w 一th

3 0 b 一11一o n Eg y P tia n P o u n d s va n lsh 一n g

一n o n e d a y.E g y P t 一5 n o w h e av ily

旧 d e b tt

Eg y P t 一5 a n Im P 0 rta nt e o u ntry fo r

th e M id d le Ea st a n d A fr,e a , a nd 一s

P }"y In g a P o sitlV e ro le 一n m a inta一n一ng
re g 一o n a l Pe a Ce an d Sta b il一ty .U n d e r

e u rre n t eo n d itlo n s. w 一th a n o n g o ln g

e rls一5 In S y r一a , eo ntin u e d eh a o s

旧 1ra q a n d n o e n d In s 一g h t fo 7th e

C o n fl一C t b etw e e 门 Pa }e st一n e a nd }Sf日e }

It 15 lm P o rta nt fo r E gy P t to b e stab le .

In fa et , the eo n st一tu t旧 n a l

d eC }日rat旧门日自d th e Co n st一tU t一O 自日l

refe re n d u m o n ly l一t the fu se o f

re l一g 一o u s一se cu lar Co nfllets.w h 一eh

h ad existe d ev e n d u r一n g th e M u b ara k

e ra. lt w 一11 be a Io n g tim e be fo re

th e d lv .d e Ca n b e 匕r}dg e d .In

ad d it一o n , Po }一t一e一a n s .w lsd o rn an d

to le ra n ee , a n d eo nsu ltat一o n s a m o n g

d 一ffe re nt P a rt一e s 己re a lso 一m P o rtan t

Jn th e P ro ee ss o f P ro m o tin g

d e m o e rac y 一n E g y Pt, 一t 15 g o o d fo r

P o l一tie a lIe ad e rS to C o n side r th e

一nte re sts o f d iffe re n t o rg a n 一za t一o ns

a n d re l一g一o u s g r0 U P s 50 a s to av o id

n e g ative re P e reu ss旧n s fo r th e

e o u n try .5 fU tU re d eV e lo P m e n t. -A

(o nstitution alA utho rity

Re 11es o n lm P le m e ntatio n
D e e e m b e r 4 , 2 0 12 m arke d th e

3 0 th a n n ive rsa ry o f C h in a,s e u r-

re nt Co nstitutio n.X IJjnPing , G en-

e ra lS ee re tary o fth e 18th C e ntra l

C O m m itte e O f th e C O m m U n ist

Party ofC hina (C PQ P ledg ed to

P ro m o te th e au tho rity o f the

C O n stitUtio n an d th e 7U !e o f !aw.

-,T h e C o n stitutio n ad a Pts

to n atio n a !C o n d itio n S s n d re a l卜

tie s, a n d also m ee ts th e re q u ire -

m e nts o f th e tim e s,l, X isa id .

,,N o o rg a n izatio n o r in d iv id u al

15 Privileged to be beyond the

C o n stitu tio n o r the Iaw, a n d an y

V IO latio n Of th e C O n stitUtio n sn d

th e Iaw m u st be in ve stig ate d ,,, h e

Stre SSe d .

P ro fe sso r H a n D a y u a n ,

P re sid e nt O fth e R e se a re h C e n -

te rfo r C O n stitU tio n s!st U d ie S U n -

d e r th e C h in e se L aw S o e ie ty an d

D e a n O f th e L日W S C h O O !at Re n -

m in U n ive rsity of C h in a, wa s re -

ee ntly inte rv iew ed b y Le g a ld aily.

CO m .C n .H IS V ieW S a陀 as fo !!OW S:

R E M A R K A B L E P ro g re ss h as b ee n se e n

in C h in a ,5 le g islatio n ove rthe th re e d ee-

a de s sin ee th e C on stitutio n w as ad o Pted

a nd P ro m u {gate d fo r im P le m e nta tio n jn

198 2 .G o ve rn ed by its C o n stitutio n C h in a

h as fo rm ed a }e ga }syste m .lay ing a so lid

fo un d atio n to e n su re that Peo P le 0aet in

a CC0 rds n Ce w ith th e {aw ,, an d th at 0th e
P arty eo n d ue ts jts aetlvitjes w jth jn th e

1im its Pe rm itte d by th e C o nstitutio n an d

o th er }aW S o fthe stste 少,

T h e Le g islatio n La以 ad o Pte d in 2 0 0 0 ,

Prov id e s a leg a}g ua ra nte e fo re stab lish ing

the au tho rity o fthe C o n stitu tio n a nd th e

}aw .

T h e C o nstitutio n h igh lis hts th e eo re

va lue s of 0re sPe et fo r an d Pro teetio n o f
h u m an rig hts,,, D u ring th e fo u rth re vislon

of th e C o nstitutio n in 2 0 0 4 , a P ro vi-

5io n th at 0th e state re sPe ets a nd g u a卜

an tee s h um a n rig h ts ,-w a s a dd e d to th e
C o n stitu tio n.T h e 0h u m an rig hts P rov r-

5io n l, 15 no w a n im Po rta nt ya rd stiek fo r

eva }u日ting th e e aP aeity fo r Pu b lie rjgh tsJ

an d a m od e rn e o ne eP t of eo n stitu tio n

b ased o n h um an d ig n ity an d v alu e, rig hts

an d fre e do m ha s b ee n e stab }ishe d .

A ee o rd in g to th e C o nstitutio n the P ri-

m ary re sPo n sibility o f state o rga ns is

to safe g u ard e itize n s, ri已hts.P utting

h u m an rig h ts into th e C o n stitutio n h as

inieeted vigorinto China,5 m odernization
d riv e a nd P rofo un d ly eh an g ed th e v alu es

o fC hin e se soe ie t丫

o ve r th e P ast 3 0 y ea rs, ae hiev em en ts

h ave b ee n m ad e in the fo llow in g a reas.

F irst, th e C o nstitu tio n h日5 b ee n ke Pt u P -

d ate d W ith th e e ha ng es of th e tim e s, Fo u r

rev isio n S have inC IUd ed into th e C O n stitU -

tio n th e id ea s o f 0no n 一Pu b lie seeto r o f

th e e eo n o m y, -, 0m arket e eo n o m y. / 0ru ie o f

law ,, a nd 0h u m an rig h ts.,, Se eo n d, th e text

o fthe C o n stitU tio n 15 m o fe m etho d iCa }

a nd w e }1一stru etu re d .T h ird , the C o n stitu -

tio n ,5 au th o rity 15 e le a 7 T he P rine iPle of 0a

u n i行ed le ga lsyste m ,, set by th e C o nstitu -

tio n ha s be eo m e th e m o st im P o rtan t le ga l

b asis fo r im P {em e nting the ru le of law

in C h in 日.

TO tru ly u n d erstand eo n stitu tio n a{

im P le m e ntatio n so m e eo nee Pts sh o u ld be

d isting u ish e d.Fo r exam P !e , eo n stitu tio n

im P le m e ntatio n an d suP ervising th e eo n -

stitutio n im P le m e ntat一o n a re tw o d iff6 re nt

eo n ee Pts.C o n stitutio n im P lem e n tat}o n

m a in ly de P en d s o n state o rg an s , so eia lor-

g an izatio n s a nd in d iv id ualeltize n s to m e et

th e !r e o nstltutio n aio b }ig atio n s.

距 t, a n !m Po rt己nt P art of eo n stitutio n

im P le m e ntatio n Iies 旧 ho w to resP o n d

to leg alsu bje ets th at do n -t o r are u nw il}ing
to fu J幻JJth ejr eo n stjtutjo na jo b }jg atjo ns.

T he refo re , state o rg a ns at alltev els sho u ld

eo n se ient}o usly fu lfl llthe ir eo n stitu tio na {

d utie s.L oo k ing a he ad a noth e r im Po r-

tant ta sk 15 to im P rov e th e ef行eie n ey o f

eo nstitu tion alim Ple m e ntation th ro u g h

institu tio n a!izatio n . 5A
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