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Ade Ajayi and His Research on African History

SHI Haidong ZHANG Zhong—xiang
( Center for African Studies Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China)

Abstract: At the beginning of African countries’ independence in the middle of 20th century decoloniza—
tion in the field of historical research was very important. At that moment a group of outstanding native his—
torians have been emerging in African continent. Their main task was to clean colonial impacts on African
history and write the truth African history. Nigerian historian Ade Ajayi was one of the representatives of
them. He is an important representative of the Ibadan historical school he observed African history from the
perspective of Africans and had written a lot of African history works which African people was the main—
stay. He emphasizes that the continuity of African history and argues that colonialism was an episode in long
history in African continent which greatly enhanced the national self-confidence and pride of the people of
West Africa including the people of Nigeria and showed strong nationalist historiography thoughts.
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